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ys rg OF HE, ` e N 
STATE OF WISCONSIN. ` 


ADOPTED IN CONVENTION, AT MADISON, ON.-THE 
FIRST DAY OF FEBRUARY, IN THE YEAR OF 
OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUN« 
DRED AND FORTY-EIGHT, 


EH 


PREAMBLE. 


‘We, the people of ‘Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom; in order.to secure its blessings, form a more perfect govern- 
anent, msure domestic tranquility, and promote the general Welfare ; 
do estalilish this 


CONSTITUTION. 
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ARTICLE I, 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, 


Srorion J, All men are born equally free and deeg, and 
have certain inherent rights, among these are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness; to secure.these rights, governments are insti« 
tuted amog men, deriving tkeir jast powers from the consent of the 
verned: 

Ee a. There shall be neither Geier $ nor involuntary servituds 
“an this State otherwise than for the punishment of crime, whereof the 
party shall have been daly convicted, 

Sec, 3. E person may freely speak, write and publish his 
‘sentiments om all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that 
right, and no Jaws shall be passed te restrain or abridge the libarty of 
speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions or indictments 
for libel, the truth may be given in evidence, and if it shall appear 
to the jury, that the matter charged as libellous, be true, and was 
published with good motives, and for justifiable ends, the party shell 
be acquitted ; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law 
anu the fact, SE 

Suc. 4. The right of the people peaceably to assembly. to consul: 
for the common good, and to petition the Government or any depart. 
ment thereof, shall naver be abridged. 

See, & The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; aad 
ahell exterid to all casos at law; without regard to the amount inean» 
şroversy; but a qty See BY be waived by the parties in all cases, 
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Sec. 6. Excessrve bail shail-not, be required, nor shall excessive 
fines be imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Sec. 7. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to be heard by himself and counsel’; to demand the nature and 
cause of the accusation against him, to meet the witnesses face to face ; 
to have compulsory process to compel the attendance of witnesses jn 
his behalf;.and in prosecutions by indictment, «or information, toa 
‘spezdy public trial by an impartial jury of the county or district 
wherein the offence shall have been committed, which county or dis- 
trict shall have been previous y ascertained by law. ` i 

Szo. 8. No person shall be Weld to answer for a criminal offence 
ualess on the presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in 
cases of impeachment, or in cases cognizable by justices of the peace, 
or arising in the army or navy, or in the-miNtia when in actual ser- 
vice in time of war or public danger; and no person for the same 
offence shall be put twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor shall be 
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself; all 
persons shall before conviction be bailable by sufficient sureties, ex- 
cept for capital offences, when the proof is evident or the presumption 
great; and the privilege of the writ of habeas-corpus shall not be 
suspended unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion the public 
safety may require, 

Sec. 9. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws, 
for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, prop- 
erty, or character; he ought to obtain right and justice freely, and 
without being obliged to purchase it, completely, and without denial, 
promptly, and without delay, canformably to the laws. 

Sec. 10. Treason against the State, shall consist only in levying 
war against the same, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No persgn shall be convicted of treason unless on the 
testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in 
open court. ` ' 

Sec. Hi. The tight of the people to be secure in their persons. 
houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, 
shall mot be yiclated, and no warrants shall issue but upon probable 
cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized, 

Src. 12. No bulcf attainder, expost facto law, nor any law im- 
pairing the cbiigation of contracts, shall ever be passed, and no con- 
viction shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture of estate. 

Sze. 13. The property of no person shall be taken for public use, 
without just compensation therefor. 

Sec, if. All ande within the State are declared to be allodial, and 
feudel tenures are prohibited. Leases and grants of agricultural 
lands, for a louger term than fifteen years, in which rent or service of 
any kind shati be reserved, and all fines or like restraints upon alien- 
ation reserved in any grant of laud hereafier made, are declared to be 
void. 

Sc. 15. No distinction shall ever be made by law between resi- 
dent aliens and citizens, in reference to the possession, enjoyment or 
descent of property. 

Sec; 16. No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising opt of, or 
founded on a contract, express or implied. - 

Sec. 17. The privilege of the debtor to enjoy the necessary com- 
forts of life, shall be recognized by wholesome laws, exempting a 
reasonable amount of property from seizure or sale for the payment 
of any debt or liability hereafter contracted. 
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: Stc. 18.. The right of every man to worship Almighty. God ac- 
eording to.the dictates of his own, conscience, shail never be infringed, 
nor shall any man be compelled ta attend, erect, or support any place 
of worship, orto ‘mainta'n any ministry against his consent ; nor shall 
any control of or interference with the rights of- conscience be permitted, 
or any preférence be given by law to nny religious establishments or 
modes of worship, nor shall any money be drawn from the treasury 
for the benefit of religious societies or theological or religious semina- 
ries. 

Sec. 19. No religious test shalt ever be required as a qualification 
for any office of public trust under the Staie, and no person.shall be 
rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity, 
in consequence of his opinions on the subject of religion. 

Sec. 20. The military shall be in strict subordination to the civil 
power. 

Sec. 21, Writs of error shall never be prohibited by law. 

Gre, 22. The blessings of a free government can only be main- 
tained by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugal- 
ity and virtue, and by frequent recurrence to fundamental principles. 


ARTICLE it. 
BOUNDARIES, ; 


Section Il. It is hercby ordained and declared that the State of 
Wisconsin doth consent and accept of the boundaries prescribed in 
the act of Congress, entitled “An Act to enable the people of Wis- 
consin Territory to form a Constitution and State Government, and 
for the admission of such State into the Union,” approved August 
sixth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, to wit: Beginning 
at the north-east corner of the State of Illinois, that is to say, ata 
point inthe centre of Lake Michigan, where the line of forty-two 
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitnde crosses the same; thence, 
running with the boundary line of the State’ of Michigan, up 
Lake Michigan, Green Bay, to the mouth of Menomonee river; 
thence up the channel of the said river to the Brule river; thence up 
said last mentioned river to Lake Brule; thence along the southern 
shore of Lake Brule in a direct line to the centre of the channel be- 
uveen middle and south Isiands in the Lake of the Desert; thence in 
a direct line to the head waters of the Montreal river, as marked upon 
ihe survey made by Captam Cramm; thence down the main channel 
af the Mcntreal river to th-midd e cf Lake Super or; thenje through 
the centre of Lake Superior to the mouth of the St Louis river; thence up 
the main channel of the said river tothe first rapids in the same, above 
the Indian village, according to Nicollett’s map; thence due south to 
themain branch of the river St. Croix; thence down the main channel 
of the said river to the Mississippi; thence down the centre of the 
main channel of that river to the north-west corner of the State Hlinois; 
thence due east with the northern boundary of the State of Ilinois-to 
the place of beginning, as established by «An Act to enable the peo- 
ple of Illinois Territory to form a Constitution and State Government, 
and for the admission of such State into the Union on an equal foot- 
ing with the original States,” approved April 18th, 1818. 

Provided, however, that the following alteration of the aforesaid 
Konndary be, and. hereby 1s proposed to the Congress of: thé United 
States at the preference or the State of Wisconsin, and if the same 
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‘shall be assented and. agreed to by the Congress of the United States, 
then thé same shall be and’ forever rentaih obligatory on the State of 
Wisconsin, viz: Leaving the aforesaid boundary line, at the foot of 
“the rapids of the St. Louis river; thence in a direct line, bearing south- 
westwardly to the mouth ot Iskodewabo or “Rum river, where the, 
game empties into the Mississippi river, thence down the maim channel 
of the said Mississippi-river, as prescribed in the aforesaid boundary, 
Src. 2, The propositions contained in’ the act of Congress aré 
hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and shall forever remain irre- 
vocable withthe consent of the United States ; and it is, hereby. ordain- 
ed that this state shall never interfere with the primary disposal! of 
the soil within the same by the United States, nor with any regulations 
Conpress may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to bona 
fide purchasers thereof; and no tax shal} be imposed. on lind, the 
property of the United States; and in no ease shall non-resident pro- 
prietors be taxed higher than residents, ‘Provided, that nothitig’ in. 
this Constitution, or in the act of Congress aforesaid, shalt in any 
manner prejudice or affect the rights of the State of. Wisconsin to five 
hundred thousand acres of land granted to said State, and to be here- 
after selected and located by and’ under the act of Congress entitled 
«An Act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of public lands, and 
grant preemption nights,” approved September fourth, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one. 


Se ' ARTICLE. HI. 
SUFFRAGE. 


Section 1. Every male person of the age of twenty-one years or 

. upwards, of the following classes, who shall have resided in this State 

foy one year next preceding any election, shall be deemed a qualified. 

elector at such election. l ; 
tst. White citizens of the United States. 

2d. White persons of foreign birth who shali have deelared their 
intention to become citizens conformably to the laws of the United. 
States on the subject ot naturalization. ° 

3d. Persons of Indian blood who shat! have once been declared by 
law of Congress to be citizens of the United Siates, any subsequenk 
act of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding. 

, ‘4th. Civilized persons of Indian descent not members of any tribe; 
Provided, that the legislature may at any time extend by law the right 
of suffrage to persons not herein. enumerated, but no sueh law shall 
be in force until the-same shall have been submited to a vote of the. 
people at a general election, and approved by a majority of all the 
votes cast at such election. 

Sze. 2. No person under guardianship, non compos mentis, of in- 
sine, shall be quatified to vote at any election: nor shall any person, 
convicted of treason or felony, be qualified to vote at any election, un- 
lesa restored to civil rights. f , 

_ Sec, 3: All votes shall be given by ballot, except for such (omg. 
ship officers as may by law be directed or allowed ‘to be otherwise 
chosen. H - E E 
` gq. A No person shall be deemed to have lost his resiente in. 
this Stats by reason of his absence on business of the United States or 
ofthis State. , Bees GE 

` Sec, &. No soldier, seaman, or marine m the army or navy of the’ 
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United States shall be deemed a resident of this State, in consequence, 
of being stationed within the same. ` ee ay 

Sec. 6, Laws may be passed excluding from the right of suffrage 
all persons who have been, or may be convicted“of ‘bribéry, or Jarce-, 
ry, or of any‘infamous crime, and deprivmg every person who shall- 
make or become directly interestéd in, any bet or wager depénding , 


upon the result of any election, from the right to vote at'such election, ; 
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ARTICLE IV. `. 
| LEGISLATIVE, 


Section 1, The legislative power shall be vested in a senaté and , 
assembly. l f PE E 

Sec. 2, The number of the members of the assembly shall never. 
be less than fifty-four, nor more than one hundred.. -The senate shall 
consist of a number of members not more than one-third, nor less _ - 
than one-fourth of the aumber of the members. of the assembly. 
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Sec. 9. Each house shall choose its own officers, and the senate 
shall’choose a temporary president when the Heutenant governor 
shall not attend as president, or shall act as governor.. ` 

` Sec, 10. Each house shall keep a journal of its. proceedings,.and 
publish the sale, except such parts as require secrecy... The doors. 
of each house shall. be kept open, exeept when the public welfare 
shall requiresecrecy. Neither house shall, witheut consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than three days. ; 

Sze. 11. The legislature shall meet at the seat of government, at 
Such time as shall be provided by law, once in each year and not of-. 
tener, unless convened by the governor. g 


Sec. 12, No member of the legislature shall, during the ‘term 
for. which he was elected, be appointed or elected toasy civil office in 
ihe state, which shall have been created or the! emoluments of which 
shall have been increased during the termy for whieh he was elected, 

Sec. 18. No person being a member of congress, ‘or holding any 
civil or military office under the Wnited States, shaltbe eligiblejtoa ‘seat 
in the legislature; and if any person shall, after his election as a 
member of the legislature, be elected to congress, or be appointed to 
any office, civil or military, under the government of the United 
States, his acceptance thereof shall vacate his seat.. l 

See. 14. The governor shalt issue writs of election- to fill such 
vacancies as may occurin either house of the legislature, 

Sec, 15. Members of the legislature shall in all cases, except 
treason, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest, 
nor shall they be subject to any civil process, during the session of 
the legislature, nor for fifteen days next before the commencement 
and after the termination of each session. 

Sec, 16. No member of the legislature shall be liable-in any civ.- 
il action, or criminal prosecution whatevur, for-words spoken in debate. 

Sec. 17. The style of the laws of the state shalt be : “The people 
of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do en- 
act as follows :’* and ño law shall be enacted except by bill. 

Spo, 18. No private or local bill, which may be passed by the 
legislature, shall embrace- more than one subject, and that shall be 
expressed in: the title. 

Sze. 19. Any bill may originate in either house of the Iegisla~ 
tare, and a bill passed by one house may Be amended by the other, 

Szo. 20. The yeas and nays of the members of either house, on 
any question, shall, at the request of one-sixth of those: present, be 
entered on the journal, 

Sec, 21. Each member of the legielature-shall recet¥e for his ser. 
vices, two dollars and fifty cents for each: day’s-atteadance during the 
session, and ten cents for every mile he shall travel, im going: to and 
returning from the place of the meeting of the legislature, on the 
most usual route. 


Src. 22, Thelegislature may confer upon the board of supervi- 
sors of the several counties of the state, such powers of a lecalilegis- 
lative Së administrative eharatter, as they shall from time te time 
prescribe. l f NM 

Szoc: 23. The legislature shall establish but one system of tevere 
and county government, which shall.be. as nearly uniforsa as practi- 
cable. fon E a SEN ee 
E Sec. 24, The legislature shall never authorize sny. lottery.or grant 
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Seo, 2, The legitlature shall provide by law; that all stationery, 
required fof the use.ot the. state, and all printing authorized and re- 
quired by: them to he done for their use, or forthe:use of the.stata, 
sha} be let by. contract to the lowest. bidder, but the legislature may 
establish a maximum price. - No member. of the: legislature, or other 
state officer, shall be. interested, either directly or indirectly, in any 
such contract. : 

Src. 26. The legislature shall never grant any extra compen. 
sation to any public officer, agent, servant, or contractor, after the ser- 
vices-shall. have been rendered, oy.the contract entered into. Not 
shall the compensation of any public officer. be imereased:or dimin- 
ished during his term of office. : ee 

Sze. 27. The tegislature shall direct, by law, in what manner, and 
in what. courts suits may be brought against the state. ; 

Sec, 28 Members of the legislature, and all officers, executive 
and judicial, except such mferior officers, as may be by law exempt- 
ed, shall, before they enter.upon the duties of their respective offices, 
take and subscribe an oath:or affirmation to support the constitutior of 
the United States, and the:constitution Af (e State of Wisconsin, and’ 
faithfully- to discharge the. duties of their respective offices to the Lost 
of their ability. 

Bee, 29. The legislature shall determine what persons shall gon- 
stitute the militia of the state, and may provide for organizing and 
disciplining the same, in such manner as shali be prescribed by Joe 

Sec. 30, In all elections made by the legislatwre, the members there- 
of shall vote viva voce, and their votes-shall. be entered: on the journal.. 
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ARTICLE V.. 
EXECUTIVE, 


Section I. The executive power shall be vested in o governor, 
who shall held his office for two years, a lieutenant governor, who 
shall be elected at the same time, and for the same term. 

Sec. 2. No person except a citizen of the United States, and a 
qualified elector of the state shail-be eligible to the office of governor 
or lieutenant governor. 

Src. 3. ‘Phe governor and lieutenant goyernor shall be elected: by 
the qualified electors of the state, at the times and places of choosing: 
members of the legislature. The persons respectively having the 
highest number of votes for governery and lieutenant governor shall be 
elected; but in case two or more shal} have an equal and the highest 
number of votes, for governor or lieutenant governor, the. two houses 
of the legislature; at ga next annual session, shall forthmith, by joint 
ballot, cheose ong of the persens so having an egual and the highest 
number of votes, for governoror liewtenant governor, "Fhe returns of 
election fox governor and lieutenaut governor, shell be made m such 
manner as shall-be provided by law. ee : 

Sec, 4. The governor shali he-eommseder-in-ehief of the military 
and naval forces of the state. Ele shall wave.pewer to saavene the 
legisliture oa extraordinary. occasions, and in ease of werasion, op: 
danger from the prevalence of contagious disease at the seat-of goy- 
ernment, he may convene them at any other suitable place within 
the State. He shall eommunipate to the legislature at exery session, 
the condition of the state `. and recommend atich matters: to. thems, for > 
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their consideration as he may deem‘expeédient. He shall transact all 
necessary business with the offices of government, civil and military. 
He shall expedite all such measures as may be resolved opog by the 
legislature, anid shall take.care t hat the laws be faithfully executed, 

Sec, BA, The governor shall receive during bis continuance in. 
save an annual compensation of one thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars. ane t. 2 

Sec. 6. The governor shall -have the power to grant reprieves,. 
commutations and pardons after~convietion, for all offentes except 
treason and cases of impeachment, apon such conditions, and with 
such restrictions and limitations as he may think proper, subject to 
such regulations as may be provided by Jaw relative w the manner of 
applying for pardons. . Upon conviction for treason, he shall have the 
power to suspend the exrention of sentence, until the case shall be 
reported to the legislature at its next meeting, when the legislature 
shall either pardon, or commepte the sentexce, dirett the execution of 
the sentence, or grant s firrther reprieve. He shall annually commu- 
nicate te the legistature each cass +f reprieve, commutation or pardon 
granted, stating the name af the couvict, the crime of which he was 
convicted, the sentence and its date, and the date of the commutation, 
pardon or reprieve, with his reasons for granting the same. 

Sec. 7, In case of the impeachment of the governor, or his removal 
from office, death, inability from mental or physical disease, resigna- ' 
tion, or absence from the state, the -powers and duties of the office 
shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor for the residue of the 
term, op until the governor, absent or impeached, shall have returned, 
or the disability shall cease. But when the governor shall, with the 
consent of the legislature, be out of the state in time of war, at the 
head of the military force thereof, he shall continue commander-in- 
chief of the military force of the state. 

Sec. 8. The lieutenant governor shall be president of the senate, 
but shall have only a casting ‘therein. If, during a vacancy of the 
office of governor, the lieutenant governor shall be impeached, dis- 
placed, resign, die, or from mental or physical disease. become inca- 
pable of performing the duties of his office, or be absent from the state, 
the secretary of state shall act as governor, until the vacancy shall be 
tilled, or'the disability shall cease. 

Sec. 9. The lieutenant governor shall receive double the per diem 
allowance of members of the senate, for every days attendance as pres- 
ident of the senate, and the same mileage as shall beallowed tomem- 
bers of the legislature. -` 

Sec. 10. Every bill which shall have passed the legislature, shall, 
before it becomes a law, be presented 10 the governors 1f he approve, 
he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it with his objections to that 
house'in which it shall have origimated, who shall enter the objections 
at large upon the journal, and proceed to re-consider its’ If after such 
Te-vonsideration, two thirds af the members present shall agree to pass - 
the bill,.it shall, be sent,.together with the objections, to the other 
house by which it shall likewise be're-considered and if approved by - 
twe thirds of the members present, it'shall become wlaw. But in all 
such cases the votes of both houses ‘shall be determifed by the yeas ` 
amLuays, and the naties.of members voting for or against ‘the bill, ° 
shall he entered on the journal ef sack house respectfully. If any’ 
bill shall not.be-returued be the povémor within three days*( Sundaysr 
excepted} aftar:it shall have beer presented to him, the same shall be > 
a kaw, unless the legislature shall, by. their adjowrrment’ preven™ +4: - 
return, in which case it shall not be a law. 
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Th, e y VARTICLE VL o. 

e 8 | ADMENISTRATIVE. a 

- Suction: I. There shall B® chosen by the qualified. electors of the 
state, at the times and places of choosing the members of the legisla- 
ture, a secretary of state, treasurer, and attorney general, who shall 
severally hold their offices for the term of two years. 

Sec. 2. The secretary of state shall keep a fair record of the off, 
cial-acts of the legislative and executive department of the state, and 
shail, when required, jay the same, andall matters relative thereto, before 
either branch of the legislature: he shall be ex oficio auditor, and shal! 
perform such other :luties as shall be assigned him by lav. He shalt 
receive as a compensation for his services yearly, such sem as shall 
be provided by law, and shall keep his office at the seat of govern- 
ment.. ; l ' 

Sec. 3. The powys, duties and compensation of the treasurer, and 
attorney general shail be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 4, Sheriff: ‘coroners, regis'ers of deeds and district attorneys: 
shall be chosen by tie electors of tne respective counties, once in ev- 
ery two years, and as often as vacaneies shall happen; sheriffs shall 
hold no other office, and be ineligible for two years next succeeding, 
after the termination of their offices. _ They may be required, by law, 
to renew their security from time .to time; and in default of giving 
such new security, their offices shall be vacant. But the county shall 
never be made responsible for the acts of the sheriff. The goyernor 
may remove any officer, in this section mentioned, giving te such ei. 
ficer a copy of the charges against him, an opportunity of being heard 
in his defence. 


ARTICLE VH. 
JUDICIARY. 


Section 1, The sourt for the trial of impeachments shall be com- 
posed of ‘the senate. The house of representatives shall have 
the power of impeaching all civil officers of this state, for corrupt 
condnet in office, or for crimes and misdemeanors; but a majority of. 
all the members elected shall concur in an impeachment. On the 
trial of an impeachment against the gavernor, the lieutenant governor 
shall not act asa member of the court. Nọ judicial officer shall exer- 
cise his office after he shall have been impeached until his acquittal. 
Before the trial of an impeachment, the members of the court shall} 
take an oath or affirmation truly and impartially to try the impeach- 
ment according to evidence; and no person shall be convicted with- 
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present, Judg- 
ment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than removal: 
irom office and disqualification to hold any cffice of honor, profit or 
trust under this state; but the party impeached shall be liable to 
indictment, trial and punishment according to law, , 

Sec. 2. The judicial power of this state, both as to matters of law, 
and equity, shall be vested in a supreme court, circuit courts, courte. 
of probate, and in justices-of the peace, The legislature may also vest 
such jurisdiction ag shall be deemed necessary. in municipal courts, 
and shall have power te establish inferior courts, in the sqveral coun- 
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ties, with limited civil and criminal jurisciction. , Provided, That the 
jurisdiction which may be vested in- municipal courts, shall not 
exceed, in theirjrespective municipalities, that of circuit courts, in 
their respective circuits, as prescribed in this constitution. And that 
the legislature ` shall provide aswell for the ‘lection af ‘judges. of 
municipal courts, as of the judges of inferior courts, by the qualified’ 
electors of the ‘réspeétive jurisdictions. - Fhe term of office of the 
judges of the said municipal and inferior courts shall not be longer 
than that of the judges of the circuit court: EE 

Sec. 3. The supreme court, except in cases acherwise provided in 
this constitution, shall have appellate jurisdicti@: only, which shall be 
co-extensive with the state, but in po ease rer d tothe supreme 
court shall a triat by jury beallowed. ‘Fhe supeeste court shall have 
a generat superintenditie control, as. 

Sec. A. For the term uf five years, and theret until the legisla- 
ture shali cotuerwise. provide, the judges of the several circuit cours’ 
sha i be judges of the supreme court, four of wher. shall constitute a 
quorum, aud the concurrence of x majority of the judges present shal! 
be necessary to a decision. ` The egis ature sha.) nave power, if they 
shou d think it expedient and nécessary, to provide by 'aw for the 
organization of a separate supreme court, with Le jurisdiction and 
powers prescribed in this constitution, to‘consist uf one, chief justice 
and two associate justices, to be e'ected by the ava ified e'ectors of 
the state, at such time and im such manner as the ic: is'ature may pro- 
vide. The separate supreme court, when so orgaiized, shat! rot be 
changed or discontinued by the tegis‘ature. The judges thereof shall 
be so c assified that but one of them sha I go out of office at the same 
time, and their term of office shali be thesame as is provided for the judg- 
es of the circuit court, And whenever the legis ature may consider it 
necessary to estab ish aseparate supreme court, they shail have pow- 
er to reduce the number of circuit court judges to four. and subdivide 
the judcia circuits; but no such subdivision or reduction shall take 
eifect, nor ti! after the expiration of the term of some one of the said 
judeca, or ti’! a vacancy occur, by some other means. 

Sro. 5. The state shall be divided into five judicial circuits, to be 
composed as follows: the first circuit shall comprise the counties of 
Racine, Walworth, Rock and Green: the second circnit, the counties 
of Milwaukee, Waukesha, Jefferson and Dane: the third ciréuat the 
counties of Washington, Dodge, Columbia, Marquette, Sauk and 
Portage ; the forth circuit, the counties of Brown, Manmtouwoce, She- 
boygan, Fond du Lac, Winnabago and Calumet; the fifth circuit 
shall comprise the counties of Iowa, La Fayete, Grant, Crawford and 
St. Croix, and the county of Richland shalt be attached to lowar the 
county of Chippewa tothe county of Crawford, andthe county of Le 
Pointe to the county or St. Croix for judicial purposes until otherwise 
provided by the legislature. 

Sec. 6, The legislaure may alter the limits or increase the num- 
ber of cireutts, making them as compact and convenient as practica- 
ble, and bounding them by county lines ; but no such alteration or iu- 
crease shall have the effect to remove a judge from office. In case of 
an increase of circuits, the judge or judges shall be elected as provi-’ 
ded in this constitution, and receive a salary of not less than that here~ 
in provided for judges of the circuit court. 

Bro, 7, For each circuit there shall be a judge chosen by the qual: 
ified electors therein, who shalt hold his office as is provided in this 
ssnefimtion and until his successor shall be chosen and qualified, and’ 
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aftér he shai] have beenelected he shall réside ih the citeuit for which 
be was elected; (pe of said judpes shall be designated as chief 
justice-in.such manner as the legislature shall provide“. And the leg- 
‘iglature shall at its first session provide:by law as well forthe election 
of as for classifying the cironit judges to be elected-under this constitu- 
tion, in such manner that, opp of said judges shall ga out of affice in 
two years, one ih three years, one in four years, ove in five years and 
one in six years, and thereafter the judge elected to All the office shall 
hold the same for six years. l : 

See. 8.. The circuit courts shall have ‘original jurisdiction in all 
matters civil and ériminal within this state; not excepted in this con- 
gtitution, and not hereafter prohibited by. law, and appellate jurisdic- 
tion from all inferior courts and tribunals, and a supervisory. control 
over the same. They shall also have the power to-issue’ writs.of ha- 
beas corpus, mandamus, injunction, quo warranto, certiorari, and all 
other writs necesgary:to carry into effect their orders, judgemenis.and 
decrees, and give thema general control over inferior conrts and ju- 
risdictions. : ae e ? 

Sec. 9. ‘When a vacancy shall -happen in the office of a supreme: 
or circuit, judge, such vacancy shal{ be filed be an appointment of 
the governor, which shall continue ynti! a successor ig e'ected and 
qua'ified : and when e ected, such.successor sha‘! ho d. his office the 
yegidue of the unexpired term. There shail be no e’ection for.a 
judge or judges at, any general ¢'ection, for state orcounty officers, nor 
within thirty days either before ar after such e ection, s 

Sxc. 10, Each of the judges. of the supreme and circuit courts, 
shall receive a salary, payable quarterly, of not less than one thous- 
and five hundred dollars: annual:y ;’ they shall receive no fees of office 
or other cornpensatian than their salaries; they shall hold oo office of 
public trust, except a‘ judicial office during the term for which they 
are respectively clucted, and all votes for either of them for any office 
except a judicial ofice, giv-n by the legislature or the people, shall 
be void, No person shall be eligible to the office of judge who shall 
not at the time of his election, be a citizen of the United States, and 
have attained the age of twenty-five years, and be a qualified elector 
within the jurisdiction for which he may be chosen. : 

Sec, 14, The supreme court shall bold at least one term annually 
at the seat of government of the'state, at such time ag shall be provid- 
ed by law, and the legislature may provide for holding other.terms, 
and at other places when they may deem it necessary. A circuit 
court shall be held at least twice in each year, in each county of this 
state, organized for judicial purposes, The circritt judges may hold 
courts for each other, and shall do.so when required by law. 

Sec. 12. There shall be a clerk of the cireuit court, chosen jn each 
county, orgenized for judicial purposes, by the qualified electors there- 
of, who shall hold his office for two years, subject to removal-as shall 
be provided by law. , Ge Ce i yes ae = 

In case of a vacancy, the judge of the circuit court shall have the 
power to appoint-a clerk until the vacancy shall.be filled by an elec- 
tion, The clerk thus. elected or appointed shall give such security 
as the legislature may require; and when-elected shall-hold his office 
for afullterm. And-the supreme court shall appoint its own clerk ; 
and the clerk of.a,circuit court may be appointed clerk of the supreme 
cour, "a Sk A OA TEE, Lee AE SRS. A 
` Suc. 13.. Any judge of the supreme. or cirehjt court may “be re- 
anoyed from office, by address of both hoyses of the legislature, if two 
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thirds of all the members.elected to each “house concur therein s but 
no removal shall be made by virtue of this section, unless the jude 
complained of. shall have been served with a copy of. the charges 
against him, as the: ground, of address, and shall have bad an opportu- 
nity of being heard in his defence on the question of removal; the 
ayes and noes shall be entered ox the journal. d 

Src. 14. There shall be thosen in-each county by the qualified 
electors thereof, a judge of probate; wka shall hold his office for three 
years and until his successors shall be elected and qualified and whose 
jurisdiction, powers and duties shall be prescribed by law, provided 
however, that the legis ature shall have power to abo ish the office of 
judge of probate in.any county and to.confer probate powers upon 
such interior courts as may be estab ished 1x said county. .- 

Ss, 15. The electors of the: several towns ‘at their annugl town 
meeting, and the e'ectors of cities and villages at their charter eier, 
tion, shall in such manner as the legis ature may direct, elect justices 
of the peace, whose term of office shat! be for two years, and until 
their successors in office shall be elected and qualified. In-case of an 
e‘ection to fill a vacancy occurring before the expiration of a fu:l term 
the justice clected shail hoid for the residue of the unexpired term. 
Their number and classification shal! be regu'ated by law. And the 
tenure of two years shalt in no wise interfere with the e assification 
in the first instance. The justices thus e ected shalt have such civ- 
il and criminal jurisdiction as shalt be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. The tegis ature shall pass laws for the regulation of tri- 
buna's of conci.iation defining their powers and duties, Such tribu- 
nats may be estab ished in and for any township, and_shall huye pow- 
er to render judgement to be ob:igatory on the parties, when they 
voluntari y submit their matter in difference for arbitration and agree 
to abide the judgement, or assent thereto in writing, 

Sec. 17. The style of all writs and processes shall be, ug The State 
of Wisconsin ;’? all criminal prosecutions shall be carried on in the 
name and by the authority of the same; and all indictments shall 
conclude against the prace and dignity of the state. 

Sec. 18. The legisiature shall impose a tax on all ciyil suits com- 
menced or prosecuted in the municipal, Inferior or circuit courts, 
which shall constitute a fund to be app.ied toward the payment of the 
sa‘ary of judges. 

Sre. 19. The testimony in causes in equity shall be taken in like 
manner as in cases at jaw; and the office of master in chancery is 
hereby prohibited. ; 

Sec. 20; Any stitor in any court of this state shall have the right 
to prosecute ‘or defend his suit either in his own proper person or by 
anattomey or agent of his choice. 

Sec. 21. The fegistature shall provide by law for the speedy pub- 
lication of all statute laws, and of such judicial decisions made within 
the state,as may be deemed expedient. And no general Jaw shall 
be in-force untit publistied. ` ie : 

Sec, 22. The legis!ature at its first session after the adoption of 
this constitution, shell provide for the appointment of three commis- 
sioners, whose duty it shall-be-to inquire info, revise and simplify the 
rules of practice, plexdings, forms and proceedings, and. arrange a sys- 
tem adapted to the cawte of record of: this: state, and-to-report the 
same to the legislature, subject to their modification and adaption, and 
such cotwmilssioners-vhalb terminate upon'the rendering of-the-report 
qn'es otherwise provided by law. ae ee 
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Su-. 23. The legis'nture may provide forthe appointment of one. 
òr more persons in each organized county, and may vest in Such per- 
son such judicial powers as shall be prescribed by law. Provided’ 


that said power sha t not exceed that of a circuit judge at chambers. 
opge 
“a a ARTICLE Vit 
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Ssertox 1. The rue of taxativm shall be uniform, aud {axes shell be kvika 
upon such property as the Eege prescribe. N , 

Sze. 2. No money shall be paid out oY the greasury emt in pursuance of an 
appropriation by. law. ~ " ` . 

Sec. 3, The credit of the state shall náter be given ot loaned in aid of any 
individual, association or corpggation. 

Sec. 4, The state shall n@Wer contract any public debt, except in the cases and 
manner herein provided. = , 

Sec. 6. e legislature shall-provide for an annual tax sufficient to defray the 
estimated expenses of the state foraazh year; and whenever the expenses for any 
year shall exceed the income, the legislature shall provide for jevying a tax for 
the ensuing year, sufficiedt with athagsources of income, te pay the defciency, 
as well as the estimated expenses of stich ensuing year. 

Sec, 6. For the purpose of defraying @xtraordinary expenditures, the state 
may contract public debts, but such debt shall never in the aggregate exceed one 
hundred thousand dollais. Every such debt shall be authorized by law, for some 
purpose or purposes to be distinctly specified therein; and the vote of a majority 
of all the members elected to each house, to be taken by yeas and nays, shall be 
necessary to the passage of such law; and every such law shall provide for lev- 
ying an annual tax sufficient to pay the annual interest of such debt, and the prin- 
cipal within tive years from the passage of such law, and shail specially appro- 
priate the proceeds ge gach taxes to the payment of such principal and interest ; 
and such appropria shall not be repealed, nor the taxes be postponed or di- 
minished until the peiucipal and interest of such debt shal! have been wholly 
paid. . 

Sec. 7. The legislature may also borrow money to repel invasion, suppress 
insurrection, or deiend the state in time of war; but the money thus raised shall 
be applied exclusively te the object for which the loan was authorized, or to the 
re-payment of the debt thereby created, 

Sec. $. On the passage in, either house of the legislature of any law which 
imposes, continues or renews a tax or creates a debt or charge, or makes, contin- 
ves, oF renews an appropriation of public or trust money, or releases, discharges 
or commutes aclaim or demand of the state, the question shall be taken by yeas 
und nays, Which shall be duly entered on the jou nals: and three-fifths of all the 
members elected to such house shal) in all cases be required to constitute a quo- 

rum therein. 

Spe, O No script. certificate, or other evidence of state debt whatsoever, shall 
be issued except such debts as are authgrized by the sixth and seventh sections of 
this article 

Sxe. 10. The state sha l never contract any debt for works of internal improve- 
ment, or be a party in carrying on such works, but whenever grants of land or 
other p operty shall have been made to the state, especially dedicated by the grant 
to particular works of internal improvement, the gtate may carry on such partie- 
ular works, and ghall devote thereto the availa of suck grauta, and may pledge or 
appropriate the revenues derived from such works in aid of ikeir completion. 
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ARTICLE IK. 
EMINENT DOMAIN AND PROPERTY OF THE STATE. - 


Sxcviow 1, The state shall have coneurtent jurisdiction on all rivers and fakes 
Yorering on this state so far as the said rivers or lakes shall form a comudon 
haundary to this state, and any other state or territory now op héreafteg to be 
formed, and bounded by the same; and the said river Mississippi and the naviga- 
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ble waters leading into the Mississippi and’ St. Lawrence; and the carrying places 
< betwepn-the same shall be common highways and forever frée'as well to the in. 
_ habitants of this.state as to the citizens of the United Sfates without any tax, 
: “import or dote therefor. ea g e WE ae 
` See, 2, The title to alf Tands and other property which have accrued to the 
Ferritory of Wissonsin by grant, gift, purchase, forfeiture, escheat, or otherwise 
shall vest in the S‘até of Wisconsin. 
osc. 3. The people of this state, in th’ Sekt of covreignty are declared tg 
possess the ultimate property nanl mm.) lands within the jurisdiction of this 
state; and all ons, the title to which shall fail froma deféct of Shire, shall re et 
or escheat ta the people. cee ar Ee E E 
Sxc. 4. All Landes which shall come ta, he State'by forfeitare or‘escheat, or bÀ 
grant, where the grant dors not eval E the same to any other object, 
shall be held by the state asa part ofh ool fund, under the same trusts, res- 
` ervations and vestros as KÉ provitted in this constitutignin regard, to school 


lands proper. : es 
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Szerrow 1. Thesupervision of publ Elden shall be vested in o state 


superintendant, and such other gificers a legislature shall direct. ‘The state 
, superintendant thall be chosen by® Re qualified electors of the state in such man- 
, ner as the legislature shall provide "ës powers. duties and com#hensatior, shall be 
prescribed by law; Provided, That his compensation shall not exceed the sum of 
twelve hundred do] ars annually. 

Sxc. 2. The proceeds of al} lands that have been or hereafter may be granted 
by the United States to this state for educational purposes, except the lands herc- 
tofere granted for the purposes of a university, and all monies, and the clear pro- 
ceeds of all property that may accrue to the state by forfeiture or esclieat, and 
all monics which shall be paid as an equivalent for exem geg from military daty, 
and the clear proceeds of alt fines collected in the several Stee for any breach 

. of the penal Jaws, and all monies arising from any granftto the state where the 
purposes of such grant are not specified, and the five hundred thousand acres of 

, land. to which the state is entitled by the provisions’ of an act of congress enti- 
tiled “an act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the pubiie lands, and to 

. grant pre-emption rights.” approved the fourth day of September. ore thousam} 
cight hundred and forty-one; and also) the tive per centum of the uétt proceeds of 
the publie lands to which the state shall become entitled on her admission into 

_the union. (if congress shall eansent to such apprepriation of the two grants la-t 
inontioned.) shall be set apart as a separate fund, to be called “The School Fund." 

-The interest of whieh and all other revenues derived from the school lands, shal 
be exclusively applied to the iollowing objects, to-wit: 

. lst. To the support and muintenineeof commen schools, in each school dis- 
trict, and the purchase of suitable libraries and apparatits theretor; 

ud. The residue shall be appropriates to the support and maintenance of a- 
cademies and normal schools, and suitablg Hbraries and apparatus therelor. 

Sec. 3. The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of districs 
schools, which shall be as néarly unitormras practiéable, an such schools shajt 
bef ee and without ech reg for tuition. toall children between the ages of fourand 
twenty years, and no sectarian instruction shall be allowed therein. 

- Sec. d. Each town and<ity shall be required to raise by tax minually, for the 
support of common schools therein, a sum not Jess than one half the anfount re- 
voie by such town or city respectively, ior school purposes, from the income of 
the school fund 

Sec. 5, Provision shall be made by law-for the distribution of the income of 
the school fund amang the several towns and cities of the staté, for the support of 
common schools therein, in some” just proportian to the number of children and 
south resident therein, between the ages of four and twenty years, and no appro- 
priation shall be made from the school fund to any city or town. for the year, in 

swhiek such city or town shall Gil to. raise such tex ;-wor-to any school district for 
Ahe year in which a schoo] shall mot be maintained at. least three months. ` | 
. xe, G, Provision shall be made by law for the astabliehmient of á state univers 
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site, at or near the seat of government, and for connecting with the same, from 
time to time, such colleges-in different parts of the state, as the interests of educa- 
tion may require. The proceeds ot all lands that have been, or may hereafter be 
„granted by the United States to the state for the support of a university ball be 
am remain a perpetual fund, to be called the university.fund, the interest of which 
skall be appropriated to the support ol the state university; and no sectarian in- 
struction shal! be allowed in such university 

Ske. 7. The secretary of state, treasurer and attorney general shall constitute 
a board of commissioners‘tor the sale of the school and university lands, and for 
the investment of the funds arssing therefrom.- Any two of said commissioners 
shall be a quorum for the transactiou of ali business pertaining to the duties of 
their office.* 4 E ` 

Szc. 8, Provision shall be made by law for the sale of. al! school and university 
lands, after they shall have been appraised; and when any portion of such lands 
shall be sold, and the purchase money shall not be paid at the time of the sale, the « 
commissioneys shall take security, by mortgage, upon the lands sold for the sum 
remaining unpaid, with seven-per cent. interest theréon,-payable annually at the 
office of the Treasurer. The commisMoners shall be authorized to execute d good’ 
and sufficient conveyance to al] purchasers- of-such lands; and to discharge any 
mortgages-taken as security, when the sum due thereon shall have been paid.— 
The commissioners shall have power to withho'd from sale any portion of such 
lands, when they shall deer it expedient, and shallinvest all mioneys arising from 
the sa'e, of such lands, as well as all other University and school funds, in such 
manner as the legislatureshatl provide; and shall givé such security for the faith- 
ful performace of their duties as may be required by law. 
; i D SE 
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# ARTICLE XI. 
AMENDMENTS. 

Sxscrion 1. Any amendment or amendments to this constitution may he pro- 
posed in either house of the legislature, and if the same shall be agreed to, by-a 
majority of the members elected to each of the two houses, such proposed amend- 
ment or amendments shall be entered.on their journal with the ayes and nays ta- ` 
ken thereon, and referred to the legislature To" be chosen at the next gener- 
al ejection, and shal] be published for three months previous to the time of ho'd- 
ing such e’ection; and if in the legislature so next chosen, such proposed.ament- 
ment or amendmeuts shall be agreed to by a majority of all the members elected. 
to each house, then it shall be the duty of the legislature to submit such proposed, 
amendment or amendments to the people, in such manner, and at such time, as’ 
the legislatureshall prescribe, and if the people shall approve and ratify such 
amendment or aendments by a majority of the e'ectors gualified to vote Jor 
membere of the legislature voting ‘thereon, such amendment or amendments shall: 
become a part of-the constitution. ‘Provided, that if more than one amendment 
be submitted they: shall be submitted in suchmanner that the people may vote 
for or against such amendments separately. 

Sze. 2. If at any time a majority of the senate and assembly shall deem it ne- 
cessary to call a convention to revise or change this constitution. ` They shall 
submit the question to the electors to vote for or against a. convention, af the 
next election for members of the legislature, whether they are for or againt call- 
ing a convention; and if a majority of the qualified voters in the state, yoting ` 
thereon, shall be-in favor of calling ‘such’ convention; then the legislature shall 
provide atits next session thereafter, for an election of delegates, to- meetin ĉon- - 
vention for that purpose, 8 Kat s ; ene ee 

ARTICLE RU. LAIU A EE 
ar a CORPORATIONS 8 a 
Secrrox 1. -Corporations without banking powers or privileges may. bë form- 
, ed under general laws, ‘bat shail not be cteated by ‘special act except for munici-. - 


pal purpogesand in cases-whére, in the'judgment'of-the legislature, the ob'ectsof. ` 
the corporation cannot be dttainéd under eneral‘laws.~” All géneral laws or ape- 
cial acts enacted under the provisions of this’ section, may be-altéred or, repealed. ` 
by the legislature af afiy:thme efter their passage, "lan ee o 
Sxo. $, No minfeipal: cotporation shall take private pro “for public use 
against the consent of the awner, without the. necessity thereof being first estabe 
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„Jished by the verdict of a jury» 
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- Bee, 3. It shall be the duty of the legislature, and they are hereby empowered, 
to provide for thy organization of cities and incorporated villages, aud to restrict 


their powér of taxation, assessment, borrowing money, contracting debts and. 


loaning their credit, so as to prevent abuses in assessments and taxation, and in 
contracting debts by such municipal corporations, 


See, 4, The legislature shall not have power to create, authorize, or inoorpo- 


rate hy any general or special kaw, any hank or banking power or privilege, or `.. 
any institution or corpoistion having any banking power or privilege whatever, 


except as provided in this article, 

Szo. 5. The legislature may submit to the voters, lat any general election, 
the question of “Bank” or “No Bank,” and if at any such election a number ot 
votes equal to a majority of all the yotes cast on that subject, at such election, 
shall be in'favor of banks, then the legislature shall have power to grant bank 
charters, or to pass genera] banking laws, with such restrictions and under such 
regulations as they may deem expedient and proper, for the security of the bill 


holders; Provided, That uo such grant or law shall have any foree or.eflect until < 


the same shall have been submitted to a vote of the electors of the state at some 


general election, and been approved by a RE of all the votes cast on that `. 


subject, at such election, 


Kl 


ARTICLE XIT, 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 


Srcrion 1, The political gebr for the State of Wisconsin shall commence on 
the first Monday in January, in each year, and the general election shall be 
holden on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in November in each 
year, : 8 

Sec.2. Any inhabitant of this state, who may hereafter be engaged either 
directly or indirectly in a duel either as principal: or accessary, shall torever 
be disqualified as an elector, and from holding any office under the conatitu- 
tion and laws of this state, and may be punished in such other manner as shall 
be prescribed by law. . 

Sec. 3. No member of Congress nor sny person holding any office of profit 
or trust, under the United States (post masters. excepted) or under any foreign 
powers; na person convicted of any infamous crime in any court within the 


United States, and: no person being a defaultet to the United States, or to thia ` 


state, or to any county or town therein, or to any state or territory within thy: 
United States, shall be eligible to any office of trust, profit or honor ‘in this 
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he vacant, where no provision. : 


17 


ARTICLE XIV. 
i + RCHEDULE. 


Seerion 1. That no inconvenience may arise by reason of a change from a 
territorjal to a permanent state government, it is declared that all rights, actions, 
prosecutions, judgements, ¢ aims anq’contracts, as well of individuais as of bod- 
ies corporate, sha!i continue as if no such change had taken place; and ail process 
which may be issned under the authority of the Territory of Wisconsia previous 
to its admission into the Union of the United States, shail be as va id as ifiseued 
in the name of the state. l - 

Sse, 2 All laws now in force in the territory of Wisconsin, which are not 
repugnant to this constitution, shall remain in force -yrtit they expire by their own 
limitation. or be a tered or repea ed dy the legis ature. 

Sec, 3. Allfines, penaities, or forfeitures, accruing to the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin shall accrue to the use of the state. e e 

Suc. A. AH recognizances heretofore taken, or which may be taken, before 
the change from Territorial toa permanent State government, shall remain valid, 
and shall pass to, and may be prosecuted in the name of the state; and all bonds 

executed to the governor of the Territory, or to any other officer or court, in his 
or their official capacity, shall pass to the governor or state authority, and their 
successors in office, for the use therein respective'y expressed, and may be aued 
for and recovered accordingly ; and all the estate or property, rea!, persona! or 
mixed, and all judgments, bonds, specialities, choses in action, and calms or debts 
of whatsoever description, of the Territory of Wisconsin, shall enure to and vest 
in the state of Wisconsin, and may besued for, and recovered in the same man- 
ner and to the same extent by the state of Wisconsin as the same cou'd have been 
by the territory of Wisconsin. All criminal prosecutions, and pena} actions 
which may have arisen, or which may arise before.the change from a territurial 
to aslate government, and which shali then be pending, shall be prosecuted te 
judgment and execution, in the name of the state. All offences committed a- 
gainst the laws of the territory of Wisconsin before the change from a territori al 
to a state government, and which shall not be prosecuted before such change, 
may be prosecuted in the name and by the authority of the state of Wistonein, 
with like effect as though such change had not taken p'ace ; and al] pena’ties in- 
curred shall remain the same as if this constitution had not been adopted. Alt 
actions at Jaw and suits in equity which may be pending in any of the courts of 
the territory of Wisconsin at the time of the change from a territorial to a state 
government, may be continued and transferred to any court of the state which 
shal] have jurisdiction of the subject matter thereof. 

Sze. $. All officers, civil and military, now ho‘ding their offices under the au- 
thority of the United States or of the territory of Wisconsin, shali continue to 
ho'd and exercise their respective offices, until they shall be superceded by the 
authority of the state, 

Sxe. ©. The first session of the legis'ature of the state of Wisconsin shall 

‘commence thefirst Monday in June next, and shall be held at the village of 
evi! which shall be and remain the seat of government until otherwise pro- 
vi aw, 

Sec. 7, Alteounty, precinct and township officers, shall continue (o Sold 
their respective ices, unless removed by the competent authority, until the le 
gislature shail, inconformity with the provisions of this constitution, provide 
for the holding of 4ections to fill such offices respectively. - 

Sxc, 8. The preydent of this convention shall, immediately after its adjourn- 
ment, cause a fair chy of this constitution, together with a copy of the act of 
the legislature of this\erritory, entitled “an act in relation to the formation of a - 
state government in Whconsin, and to change the time of holding the annual 
session of the legislature” approvedOctober 27, 1847, providing for the calling 
of this convention; and Aen a copy of so much of the last census of this territo- 
ry as exhibits the numbers jts inhabitants, to be forward ed to the president ofthe 
United States, to be laid Dore the congress of the United States at its present 
aession. "e 

See, 9. This constitution git be submitted at an election tobe held at the 
place ef holding the last electiq, in the several precincts, towns and wards, on 
the second Monday in March wert for ratification or rejection, to ail white 
male persons of the age oPtwerty.one years, or upwards, who shall then be 
residents of this territory and cithens of. the United States, or shall have de- 
elared their intention to become such, in conformity with the laws of congress 
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an che subicet of naturalization, and all persons having such qualifications, 
shall be entitled to vrte for or against the adaption of this constitution, nya! for 
all officers tiret elected under ite Andif the constitution be ratified hy the 
said clectors, it shall become the constitution of the stare of Wisconsin. On 
such of the ballots ag are for the constitution, shall be written or printed the 
ward * yès? and on such as are against the @onsritation, the word “na” ‘Lhe 
election shall be conducted m the manner now prescribed by law for the ele: 
tion of town viscers, and the resarns made by the clerks of the bi ards of su- 
pervisorg, or county eommizsioncts, (na the case may be,) to the governor of 
the territory at ony time before the Iti dey of Apni next. Aud ia the event 
ef the ratification of this congtitution hy a mujarity of all the voles givens às 
shail be the duty of he governant of this territory to make proclamation of thy 
same, and totronsmit a digest of tho returns to the senate aud assembly of thy 
state, on the first day of their session. ‘the gevornor shall also jasua writs to 
the proper wuthorities in the several counties, reguiring them te cxuuse ou 
election to be held on the second Munday of May nest. for governor, Henten- 
ane gaveinor, secretary of state, treaaurer, attorney general, members of the 
platy legivlatare, and members of cougress, 

See. LD, The first election uf judges of the snpreme and circuit courta, shail 
be keid on the third Monday of Jane next, and the governor of tha territory 
shall, be the fourth Mondar of May bext, issue writs to the propor authorities 
m the seyaral counties and districts, requiring sneh election to be held on the 
day aforesaid, in their reapective counties and districts, 

Src. H. Pwo members of congress shall also be elected on the second 
Monday ef May next; and gntil otherwise privided by-law, the counties of 
Milwaukee, Waukesha, Jefferson, Racine, Walworth. Roek and Green, shail 
constitute the first congressional district and elect ane member, And the 
counties of Washington, Shebovgan, Manitowoc, Caiumet, Brown, Winnebae 
ge, Fond du Lac, Marquette, Sauk, Portage, Columbia, Dodge, Dane, lows, 
La Fayette, Grant, Richlana, Crawford, Chippewa, St, Croix, and La Pointe, 
shell constitute the second congressional district, and shall elect one member. 

See. 12. The several elections provided for in this article, shall be conduct- 
ed gecoiding to the existing [gws of this territory, and the returns (except for 
judges of the supremo and circuit couste,) shall be certified, and transmitted to 
the sneaker of the assembly, at the scat of government, in such time that they 
may be-veevived, on the first Monday in June next, and as soon ag the legislar 
ture shall be organized, the speaker of the assembly and ‘the president of the 
senate shall, in the presence of both houses, examine the returns and declare 
who are duly elected to fill the several offices herein before mentioned, except 
judges. "De retarns of the election of judges of the supreme and cirguit 
courts, shali be certified and trasmitted to the governor of the state, in dek 
time that they may be recived on the tenth day of August next, and he ghall 
thereupon, Ly proclamation, declare who are duly elected judges of the si- 
preme and circuit courts. R l ` Biz 

Sre. 13. Buch parts of the common law as are now in force in the terfitory 
of Wisconsin, notinconsistent with the constitution, shall be and égatinue 
part of the law of the state until altered or sugpended by the legislats#. ._” 

Sre. 14. The senators fret elected in the even numbered senate Alstricts, 
the governor, lieutenant governor and other state officers first eleced under 
this congtitution, shall enter upon the duties of their respective oies on the 
first M@hnday of June nexa and shall continue in office for one Ve from the 
first Monday of January next’; the senators first elected in the ol numbered 
senate districte; and the members of the assembly first elected, sl il enter upon 
their duties respectively, on the first Monday in June next, ant hall continue 
in office untit the first Monday in January next. E SE 

Sec. 15, The oaths of office may be administered by any julie, or justice of 
the peace, until the legislature shall otherwige direct. ; S e 
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RESOLUTIONS. 


ist. Resolved, That the congress of the United States be, and is hereby re- 
quested, upon the application of Wisconsin for admission into the Union, so to 
allow the provisions of the act of congress entitled, “an ačt to grant a quantity 
af land to the Territory of Wisconsin, for the purpose of aiding in openmg a ca~ 
ual to connect the waters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock River,” approv- 
ed June eighteenth, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and so to alter the terms: 
and conditions of the grant made therein, that the odd numbered sections thereby 
granted and remaining unsold, may be held and disposed of by the state of Wis- 
consin as part of the five hundred thousand acres of Land to which said state is 
entitled by the provisions of an act of congress“ entitled, “an act to appropriate 
the proceeds of thesales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights." 
approved the ith day of September, 1841; and further, that the even numbered 
rections reserved by congress may be offered for sale by the United States for the 
same minimum price, and subject to the same rights of pre-emption as other 
public lands of the United States, 

2d, Resolved, That congress be further requested to pass an act whereby ths 
excess price over and above one doliaf.and twenty-fi e cents per acre, which may 
have been paid by the purchasers of said even numbered sectioiis which shall 
hgve been sold by the United Statesy-be refunded to the present owners thereot, 

rthey be allowed to enter apy of thg public lands of the United States, to an a- 

aunt e qual in value to tht &xcess‘so paid. ; 

“ada Resolved, Thatimegse the said odd numbered sections shall be ceded to the 
state as aforesaid, the’samefshall be sold by the state, in the same manner as ath- 
er school lands: Provided."That the same rights of pre-emption as are now grante 
mł by the laws of the Unité States, Shall be secured to persons who may be at- 
tual y seit ed upon such land at the time of the adoptian of this constitution ;— 
And Provided iurther, "Thé the excess prite over and above one do larand een, 
ty-tive cents per acre abso wg y or conditional y contracted to be paid by the pur- 
chasers of any p rt of said segtions-which sha i have been sod by che Territory 
of Wisconsin, shai. be "al toa such purchasers, their representatives or as- 
BEETS. , hy, s 
4th. Resolved. That congress be requested, upon the application of Wisconsin 

for admission into the Uuioif%to Doss An aet whereby the grant of five hundred 
‘thc us md acres of land. te Which the state of Wisconsin is entitled by the provi- 

eens of an actof congress Ĝntitled tan aet to appropriatetthe proceeds of the salea 
` af the public lands, and to grant preemption rights.” ap roved the fourth day of 
teptember, eighteen hundred and forty-one. and also the fsg peg centum of the nett 
proceeds of the pubhe lands lying within the state, to which‘it shall become en- 
tiled on ite admission intathe Union by the provisions i an act of congress enti- 
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lel «an act to enable the peop e of Wisconsin Territgr "o Term a constitution 
and state government. and fgr the admission of such state Anto the Union,” approved 
the sixth day of Augusted§gbtcen bundred'sd Jorty-six, shall be granted to the 
state of Wisconsin for théuse of sehools, instead ¥ the purposes mentioned in the 
said acts of congress respectively. S Ne 

Sth. Reso ved. That the copgress of the Waited States te and hereby is re- 
quested, ut op the admission of his state into the Union, so $p a‘ter the provis- 
ions of the act of cogress entit ed “anact to grant a eege of and to 
aid in the improvement of the Fox and*Wiscensin iers, and xe connect the same 
by a cama! inthe Territory of Waie¢dnsin,” tbat the price of the lands reserved te 
the United States, shal Be reduced to the minimum prige of thelpub ic ‘ands, 

üh. Reso ved, Tat the egis ature of this state del maké ‘provision by ‘as 
for the sa eof the ‘anis granted to the, Mate in ald pf gaid iinprovements. subject 
to the same rights of pre-emption to the sett ex thereon, ‘es yrequow a owed by 
law to sett ers on the Fad 


d 


y 


pubic “ands. > a a ém 
Tib. Riso ved, That the foregoing reso utions, be appended to, and signed 
with the corfstitution of Wisconsin, and submittedi{herewith to the peo « of this 
basins’ and ta the a United States. 
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